
There are lots of science-fiction books 
and films about space, involving people 
travelling in space, exploring other 
planets and meeting aliens. Are these 
adventures just stories, or could they be 
possible in the future?

In the past 60 years we have certainly 
achieved a lot in space exploration. 
Probes have been sent out into space, and 
humans have orbited the Earth in space 
stations and even gone to the moon.

However, the exciting possibility of people 
travelling large distances and living for 
longer periods of time in space remains a 
big question for us all. 

Scientific Models
Scientists often use scientific models 
to help them think about and explain 
the science they are studying. A simple 
scientific model is a picture of our solar 
system as it shows the Sun and the order 
of the planets.

All scientific models have weaknesses and 
are not able to explain the science fully. 
Think about the picture model of the 
solar system, can you think of some of 
its weaknesses?
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